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The excursion Day
INTERMEDIATE 1 - Marina Bay Sands worksheet (a sample)

“Students were tasked with taking pictures and describing them in tenses they learnt in the class. Secondary 
objective was speaking practice – students were to approach an Information Desk and ask a few selected 
questions”

Andrew, Wang Zhichao, Pakteethawat  Raminthon, Thongwarothai Pannika, Nettakulchai Nichakorn, 
Phiphosukhawadee Pakchira, Kiattimongkol Supanut, Ma Yaming  & Liu Chun Hsuan

Worksheet: instructions – a sample

Task 2
Re-write all your 10 sentences from the first exercise using the past 
continuous tense
Example:
In the picture, a woman carrying 3 bags.  when I took the picture the woman was carrying 3 bags

In the picture 3 people are waiting for a taxi  when I saw those people they were waiting for a taxi.

Task 3
Use who/which and past tense for story-telling. Write at least 10 sentences 
based on your pictures, or your memory
Example: When we were in the shopping mall I saw a man who smoked.
On Friday there was a mother who talked to her children for a long time.
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a sample of a slide from a presentation

Text within the slide written by Yao Qianqian (China); Kong Ziwen (China)

When we were in the shopping mall I saw a man who made a phone 
call. I walked and saw a boy who took pictures. I passed by a restaurant 
for which people were waiting in line. When we stopped I saw three 
men who had leisure breakfast. I looked around and saw there was a 
boat which had four people on it. After a while we sat for a rest. I saw a 
woman who held her daughter in her arms. There were two people who 
were searching for something on their phones. They sat opposite to me. 
Then I met my friend who paid at the cash register. After lunch time, I 
met Andrew who asked for information.

Slides created by Pakteethawat Raminthon (Thailand); Thongwarothai Pannika (Thailand)
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Yesterday, I stayed at the Marina Bay Sands 
hotel with my family. There is a swimming 
pool at the top floor.

I love this hotel pool because it is at the edge. 
It is unique. The roof and the parapet wall are 
made of glass. 

In the pool, I felt really nice.

The view was nice - the sun, the scenery, the 
buildings and the sky.

Youmi, Korea; Intermediate 2

This is a house Laos style. This is 
a sunny season in Laos. It could 
be 28C and it’s quite hot even 
in the evening. Some people go 
fishing and some for picnic. At the 
weekends, the waterfall is a popular 
place in Laos. The sunny season is 
the best season to be in Laos.

Owen,Myanmar; Intermediate 2

inTerMeDiaTe  LeVeL
Students of the Intermediate class, INT 2, were asked to draw a picture and describe in a short paragraph 
what they drew. 

Some chose to draw their favorite activity; some drew their favorite memory, and some drew their 
favorite experience.

Here, below, are their amazing creations and their own descriptions in English.
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The fastest basketball player - Allen 
Iverson.  He is trying to shoot but he 
must face the greatest basketball player 
nowadays - Kobe Bryant. As we can see, 
Kobe is taller and stronger than Iverson 
but Iverson doesn’t fear that. He’ll just 
shoot it even though Kobe is defending.

Alex, Chen weilong, China; 
Intermediate 2

The girl is beautiful. She has been 
working for some time. She always 
lies on the grass outside her house 
and watches movies on her computer. 
She enjoys the vampire diaries. She 
knows she should learn more English 
language and culture. She is very busy 
but she enjoys her life

Puky, Thailand; Intermediate 2

inTerMeDiaTe 2 cLass  
haWThorn LanGuaGe schooL
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inTerMeDiaTe LeVeL  
A short writing assignment to describe a family, an interest, or a passion

The Vegetarian Freak

Nothing will benefit human health and increase the chances for survival 
of life on Earth as much as the evolution to a vegetarian diet.” – Albert 
Einstein

In this article I am going to discuss a vegetarian diet. It is no longer a 
secret that vegetarian diet is the healthier than non-vegetarian diet but 
people still eat meat. Why…?!

I will tell you my story. I have been vegetarian for more than 6 years and I have had a lot of experi-
ence with people judging me. Non-vegetarian people judge me because they think that I am a freak 
(abnormal) or that I have a very bad disease. However, it is not true. I am healthier than my peers and I 
look younger. Anyway my decision to be a vegetarian is for other reasons. I love animals and I cannot 
take their life.

It is your life and you can do anything you want but try to be honest with yourself. Just imagine how it 
is inhumane to kill living beings in the twenty-first century when you have so many different choices 
of vegetarian meals. All life should be preserved!

Sharina Alexandra, Russia

My beautiful Family

My name is Lee jinhee. I’m almost 50 years old now. I came to spend 
more time studying English at TMC.

I’m proud to have a beautiful family. My family enjoys music and 
climbing mountains.

We like animals, so my son wanted to be a vet, but he chose to be a 
musician. He plays the drums.

My daughter is a consultant. One day my daughter picked up a stray puppy. We took it to the 
house and we love and nurture it. She is a cute dog now.

My husband’s name is Song Byung Mu. Last year, he fell sick because he worked very hard. Now 
he takes more time to relax.

I hope to slow down a little and enjoy life, too.

Lee Jin Hee, Japan

Family matters

Things i like
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inTerMeDiaTe LeVeL  
A short writing assignment to describe a family, an interest, or a passion

My Day with my Best Friends

Hello my name is May. Today, I will 
talk about my photo with my class-
mates. They are from Korea, Ukraine 
and China. Last weekend my class-
mates and I went to a supermarket for 
grocery shopping and bought Korean 
and Chinese food, chicken, beef, beef 
meatball, and vegetables, and beer 
and juice. This day was very busy day.  
We went to my Ukrainian classmate’s 
home to have a barbecue after we 
finished shopping . We like barbecue 
and I enjoy cooking. It was a fun day 
because everyone sang, played games 
and swam.

Wang Xiumei, China

a day with best friends
My Best Friends

Hi! My name is Jung Hyo Sub. This 
photo was taken by one of my friends.

There are six Korean friends and an 
Indonesian friend. When we talked to 
each other at TMC, we were happy to 
become friends. My roommate and 
I had met at airport before we came 
to the school hostel, so we became 
friends very quickly. And we wanted 
to talk about our experience in Korea. 
We were so happy. If anyone in the 
photo goes back to Korea, I will be so 
sad. I worry that one of my friends will 
go back to Korea soon. I will miss her.

Jung Hyosub, Korea



Page 9

Giving a helping hand

The photo shows an activity in the Nursing Home during which these vol-
unteers play with the elderly men and women. It is a meaningful activity for 
young people to show their love for the elderly. From the photo we can see they 
are playing a ball game. The young adults are standing in the middle of the 
elderly with a box. The  elderly are holding a ball and will then throw the ball 
into the box. This simple game can help the elderly to exercise their bodies and 
make them become healthier. It also provides a place for the young generation 
and the elderly to understand each other easily.

Zhang Lini, Nicole

inTerMeDiaTe LeVeL  
A short writing assignment to describe a family, an interest, or a passion

The Thai girl who speaks Chinese

This is my friend. Her name is Ae. She is from Thailand 
but she has a Chinese name, Jiang Li Shi. She is pretty 
and has an outgoing personality. She can speak Chi-
nese, Thai language and English. She is my school-
mate and she studies English level 7. This was my first 
time meeting her. l talked with her in English but my 
English is not so good. She says, “Do not worry. I can 
speak Chinese.” I was very surprised that a Thai girl 
could speak Chinese. She said, “I can speak Chinese very well.” She also said 
that she had lived in Malaysia for 3 years. I think she is a nice girl.

Shen Kanwen, Kalvin; China

interest

My passion
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WriTTen assiGnMenT FroM  
aDVanceD LeVeL

Today I will defend the statement ‘’Good-looking people make more money’’

And why I believe this statement is true?

Well, after some research I found that many studies conclude that good-
looking people not only get pay better, but also get hired faster.

It is not hard to imagine that it can be possible, we live in a society where look 
matters, people like to be surrounded by good-looking people more than by 
ugly people; workplaces are not an exception. A good looking person gives a 
good first impression influencing what we think about that person right from 
the beginning. The better someone looks, the better a person we think they are. 

Of course this is generally speaking. There are professions where ‘’looking good’’ may be more monetarily 
beneficial than in other professions. But if 2 people with similar professional backgrounds, education 
and similar social skills compete for a position and one of them looks a lot better, he or she probably will 
have more chances to get the position. Studies shows that good-looking people give the impression of 
knowing more or being more prepared to do their work than less good-looking people.

But the way we look not only affects the way other people see us, or the impression we give them. It 
affects us since we were young, and sometimes this consequence is hard to change; I’m talking about 
self-esteem. Good-looking people have higher self-esteem; that makes them be more confident and 
be more productive in any field, college, work, etc. this productivity and security about themselves is 
translated into higher earnings.

So having good looks may help us to become better students, better workers and may help us to build 
our social circle easier than less good-looking people. That means that it will be easier for good looking 
people to make friends and talk with people since they have more social skills.

This last point is really important, since it is well known that social relationships are fundamental in 
finding good work positions. Knowing as many people as possible will increase the chance to get more 
and better work opportunities. In the work atmosphere being social will benefit us, people working in 
senior positions may think about us when promoting someone into a new available positions more than 
somebody they have never talked with before.  

Different studies show different numbers in the earnings between good-looking people and average 
or under average looking. The percentage goes from 4% more to even 12-14% more earnings for good 
looking people. I guess this number depends on the region the study was made in and depends of the 
profession being under study.

My opinion is that even if good-looking people seem to have an advantage in earnings and in life as well, 
people who are less good-looking don’t need to give up. They need to work on other characteristics, 
being more socials or gaining more skills to compete.  A perfect person doesn’t exist; the balance of 
physical and mental characteristics is what makes us unique and a valuable person. 

The recommendation is that if you are really bad looking, maybe, don’t choose the professions in which 
the appearance has a major importance.

by Angel Del Fabbro, Argentina; ADVANCED 2

Good-looking people get more money
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WriTTen assiGnMenT FroM  
aDVanceD LeVeL

By Denisa, Indonesia; Advanced 2

Which country would you retire in?

What’s in your mind when you hear a ‘retire’ word? Maybe you’ll imagine old people and comfy places 
to live for the rest of their life and enjoy their old days. Usually, they set up their retirement’s house very 
seriously. It could be countryside, or at an apartment in the middle of a big city, or in a tropical island, 
where the beach will never get you bored, or maybe just in a regular housing complex.

What is retirement?  

Retire or retirement is the point when a person stops employment completely. A person may also semi-
retire by reducing work hours. Many people choose to retire when they are eligible for private or public 
pension benefits, although some are forced to retire when physical conditions no longer allow the 
person to work anymore (by illness or accident) or when a person reaches their retirement age.

What kind of place people loves to retire in? 

Mostly, people are looking for a safe place to retire in. On the other hand, good weather and healthy 
environment are the main reasons for people to choose a place to retire at.

MALTA 

A country that is officially named The Republic of Malta, is a southern European island country 
comprising an archipelago of seven islands in the Mediterranean Sea.

Why Malta? 

Based on its geographical location, Malta has an excellent climate. A Subtropical- Mediterranean , with 
very mild  winters and warm to hot summers. Rain occurs mainly in winter, with summer being generally 
dry. According to the International Living, Malta is the country with the best climate in the world. ‘Besides 
Malta’s beautiful climate, magnificent scenery, warm and friendly people, and rich history, retiring in 
Malta is easy and affordable, and there is a very low crime rate. The health care system in Malta is top-
class, backed up by highly qualified doctors and professional support staff, and everybody in Malta 
speaks English.
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acaDeMic enGLish - LeVeL 9

National History Museum of Singapore
Tour Date: April 15th 2016
Academic English – Level 9
Teacher: Ilene Weinberger

HISTORICAL OBJECTS LESSON PLAN
April 14 – Introduction
April 15 – Museum Tour / Facts Collection/ 
Photography
April 18 – In class 10 minute presentation / Post 
Discussion/ Wrap up

On April 15th , 2016 students from Academic English developed their visual literacy by visiting the 
Natural History Museum of Singapore. Students were energized and excited about learning in an 
environment different from the classroom. They spent four hours engaging in a pleasant open social 
and multi-media educational experience. They had the opportunity to see new things and learn about 
Singapore’s history in an unstructured way. They will summarize and reflect on this experience by giving 
an oral presentation for their final speaking examination.

Students comments on overall experience:

Scott: “Learned many things from the museum and it was a good opportunity to develop teamwork”. 

HeDa: “For me, this trip was useful and I now know more history about Singapore than previously”. 

Eric: “Before we went to the  museum, I did not know anything exactly about Singapore’s history. But when I 
observed the historical relics and read the stories I learned so much more about Singapore. It was cool. I want 
to recommend to others”.

Pat: “Awesome! I don’t want to leave”

Students Really Do Learn On Field Trips  
by Ilene Weinberger (Senior Teacher)
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For me, this trip was useful and I now 
know more history about Singapore 
than previously

HeDa, China

Awesome! I don’t want to leave

Pat; Thailand

Learned many things from the museum and it was 
a good opportunity to develop teamwork

Scott, Korea



Page 14

Bowling was part 
of the excursion. 
Students had fun 

and also had tasks 
to complete and 

worksheets to fill out.

excursion aT The KaLLanG  
Leisure ParK (15 aPriL 2016-04-20)

Worksheet time!

“How does this work?”

Kalvin Shen Kanwen, China

Sasha, Russia & Jin Hee, Japan

Angelica (above) and Kalvin (below) 
are ready to bowl
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excursion aT The KaLLanG  
Leisure ParK (15 aPriL 2016-04-20)

Dong Nanheng and Pat enjoying the day after they finished their worksheets 

Students are filling out 
the worksheets during 
their excursion to the 
Kallang Leisure Park.
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haWThorn cLubs

In this issue of Hawthorn NOW magazine, we are going to feature the Photography Club and samples of 
student pictures. 

See our next issue for pictures from the movie club!  

The idea behind the clubs is to allow students to practice their English 
while doing something easy and enjoyable. Students are able to practice 
speaking and listening skills, and expand their vocabulary a bit without the 
need to sit at their desk in the classroom.

We have four clubs for students to choose from – Photography Club, 
Speaking Club, Chess Club and Movie Club.
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Going for the big picture - an outing 
to capture some extra angles

Nguyen Huong Nhu Ngoc, 
from Vietnam, has her picture 
taken by Nicky, from Thailand. 
He is trying to capture “an 
outstanding portrait”.

AiLi is watching as Aot and Chow are 
trying to capture the rain in their pictures

PhoToGraPhy cLub

Students from all the Hawthorn levels have 
a chance to try different techniques during 
the Photography club and also have a 
chance to practice their English when they 
describe what pictures they took and what 
is in their pictures.
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PhoToGraPhy cLub WorKsheeT

During the photography club students 
practice their English by describing the 
pictures they took, and expand their 
vocabulary through visual links to the words, 
or descriptions that might be difficult to 
remember otherwise.

This a list of pictures students had to take 
during one Photography club session:

**Pictures taken by Sung Jung Eun, from Korea

•	 a place where people can focus 
on studies

•	 Someone who is wearing black 
clothes; fully dressed in black

•	 Something that reminds you of 
holidays

•	 a portrait of a friend

•	 a few examples of “Fill the frame”

Happiness (showing the 
emotion of happiness)

reflection of clouds 
in a window

a few examples 
of “the rule of 
the thirds”

a pattern
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PhoToGraPhy cLub WorKsheeT #4

As a part of the final photography club session, 
you will try to take pictures of the following :

an outstanding portrait 
by Kankawi Mangcharoen, level 6 

a photo trick “I am squeezing your head”
by MayKo Andrea, from Korea

•	 a few photo tricks

•	 a few examples of  “negative space”

•	 a nice selfie

a few photo tricks

an outstanding portrait 
of your friend/classmates
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