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ElEmEntary
Excursion to National Stadium

Hi Sally,

Last Friday I went on excursion with my classmates and 
teacher. We went to the National Stadium and listened 
to a long explanation.

First, we were divided into two groups and we looked 
around the building. Then we went to the stadium. It 
was really big and its ceiling can be opened or closed. 
After that we went to the swimming pool. One can dive 
there, as the depth of the swimming pool is five meters.

Then we had lunch. I ate Korean food: Hot Stone 
Bibimbap, it was delicious. After eating we played 
bowling but I’m not good at it. Even so, I had lots of fun.

Bye, 
Mingyu

Hi Al,

Last Friday we went on excursion to the National 
Stadium. It was good but I got hungry because lunch 
time was late. I learned about competitions from the 
past to the present. I liked the exhibit of the National 
Stadium, it’s interesting and beautiful. I didn’t like to 
walk a lot, but it was good as we got some exercise. I 
had never been to the National Stadium before, so it 
made me happy and I will never forget this.

Bye,  
Pei

Dear Anea,

I want to tell you something about our excursion last Friday. 
We went to the National Stadium. We visited the Sports 
History Museum and learned something about Singapore’s 
sports progress. At least 50,000 people can sit in the 
stadium. The guide explained things to us very carefully 
but it was also a bit boring because we didn’t understand 
everything. We found out Singapore is a good country. I 
think you could also learn about this wonderful place.

Love, 
Nie
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ElEmEntary
Excursion to Orchard Road

Dear Jane,

How are you? Last Friday I went to the movie 
theatre in Plaza Singapura; it was the first time 
for me to be there. I watched the animation 
movie ‘The Emoji Movie’ with my teacher and 
classmates. I enjoyed it. When 
the movie was finished, we 
walked along Orchard Road and 
took a lot of pictures. After that 
we went to the Istana Heritage 
Gallery. We saw a lot of antique 
objects; it was amazing. We 
enjoyed reading about history, 
I thought it was wonderful. 
Please write soon.

Miss you. 
Koung King

Dear Lily,

Last Friday I went to Orchard with my 
classmates and teacher. We watched an 
amazing movie! It’s called: ‘The Emoji 
Movie’

After the movie, we had lunch and we 
walked along Orchard Road. We had a 
look inside the Istana Heritage Gallery. I 
enjoyed the day, it was wonderful for me.

Bye, 
Beam

Dear Sam,

How are you? I went to Orchard Road last Friday. 
At Plaza Singapura I watched a movie with my 
classmates and my teacher. The movie’s name 
is ‘The Emoji Movie’. It was very interesting. Then 
we went to the park opposite Istana, I enjoyed the 
greenery. We also walked up Emerald Hill to have 
a look at the beautiful old architecture. We walked 
along Orchard Road and finally said goodbye there.

Bye, 
Minkyoung

Dear Helen, 

How are you?

Yesterday I had a great time with my classmates; we went on excursion together. First we played 
a game. We had to stand with our back to a box, pick a coloured ball from it and then answer the 
question from the paper. It was an interesting game. After the game we went to watch ‘The Emoji 
Movie’ together; I loved it. The movie is about characters who live on the internet. It was good fun. 
I’m looking forward to the next excursion.

Love, 
Yanxuan
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IntErmEdIatE 1
Excursion Writing

From Katie (Yufang from china):

Dear Gloria,

Haven’t seen you for ages. How is it going?

I’m very happy to hear that you are visiting 
Singapore next month. If you like sports, 
I think you shouldn’t miss the National 
Stadium. It’s a multi-purpose stadium which 
was officially opened in 2014.

The National Stadium tour comprises of 
OCBC Aquatic Centre, the Sports Museum, 
Sports Library, Kallang Wave mall and the 
current Sports Hub. You can spend the 
whole day to explore Singapore’s culture. 
Furthermore, the Sports Hub has numerous 
facilities and a good environment. The 
architect had designed a retractable roof 
that keeps out rain and it just takes 25 
minutes to open and close. Also, the cooling 
system uses less than 15% of the energy but 
can transport fresh air to every seat in order 
to make the environment more comfortable. 
They also reduced the seats from sixty 
thousand to fifty-five thousand for this 
project.

The Sports Hub is one of the modern 
buildings of Singapore. There are a lot of 
restaurants and shops in Kallang Wave mall 
so you will get a variety of food there.

I hope you have a fabulous trip in Singapore.

Best regards, 
Katie

For excursion, the Hawthorn students went on a guided tour of the Singapore Sports Hub, which 
included National Stadium, the OCBC Aquatic Centre, and more. They had a task to reply to a letter from 
their friend “Gloria” regarding their visit. Below is what some students wrote.

From Queen (Katsaraporn from Thailand):

Hi Gloria,

I hope you enjoy Singapore. I’m really happy 
you’re coming.

If you like sports, you should go to National 
Stadium because at this place you will get a 
lot of information of sports that you want. 
For example, if you go to Singapore’s Sports 
Museum and the Sports Hub Library, you will 
enjoy the history of sports and you will be 
excited with a lot of activities there.

Also, there is a food court which has lots of 
food. You will not be tired to find food for your 
meal.

Best regards, 
Queen

From eit (Viyaket from Laos):

Hello Gloria,

Long time no see! I hope you’re well!

Next month you are coming to visit Singapore. 
If you come, you can call me. My phone 
number is xxxx xxxx. I will pick you up at the 
airport. You said you want to go to National 
Stadium and it is a good idea because National 
Stadium has many activities and also has a 
shopping centre. In the shopping centre there 
are many kinds of restaurants. I hope it’s a good 
trip.

See you soon, 
Eit
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The picture on the right was created by Sam 
(Somkiat from Thailand), Bow (Narinluk from 
Thailand), Danny (Zou Cheng-Lin from Taiwan), 
and Pan (Kerkphol from Thailand).

They came up with the idea to make an engine for 
cars that uses water instead of oil.

•	 If we build our invention, it will help people to 
save money because water is cheaper than oil.

•	 If we need to make a lot of engines, we will 
build them in Japan because Japan has high 
quality technology and an ocean.

•	 If consumers don’t like our invention’s 
appearance, we will improve it to be better and promote it by advertising.

•	 If we don’t have enough money to make our new invention, we will take a loan from the bank.

•	 If somebody steals our ideas, we will go to register for a patent.

•	 If we get rich from this invention, we will buy everything we want.

•	 If our invention isn’t popular, we will continue to sell it.

IntErmEdIatE 1
Group Project

as an in-class group project, Intermediate 1 students had to come up with 
an idea for an invention they could make and then answer some questions 
about it. Below are what the students produced.

The picture on the right was created by Queen (Ketsaraporn from 
Thailand), Julia (Ai Van from Vietnam), Eit (Viyaket from Laos), Katie 
(Yufang from China), and Majula (Mallawa Arachchige Manjula from 
Sri Lanka). 

They came up with the idea of an automatic pen.

•	 If we build our automatic pen, it will help people for writing 
jobs to be easier because it can follow your mind faster than 
a computer. Also, you can save information or opinions and 
ideas in the automatic pen which will make person to person 
communication simpler.

•	 If we need to make a lot of automatic pens, we will build them at 
a factory in Japan because Japan has the best quality technology.
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The picture on the right was created by Nam 
(Angkana Khamsirirat from Thailand), Kevin 
(Kevin Chandra Lim from Indonesia), and Pei 
(Sompratthana Tosubcharoensuk from Thailand). 
They pretended to invent the ‘Dorachine’ which is 
a kind of time-machine.

•	 If we build our machine, it will help people to 
change their past.

•	 If we need to make a lot of our new invention, 
we will do it on another planet.

•	 If consumers don’t like our invention’s 
appearance, we will ask the people for 
suggestions.

•	 If we make our invention, it will cost 20 million dollars.

The picture on the right was created by Nie 
Dieying (from China), Cathy (Dang Yunqian from 
China), and Jimmy (Nhouyvanisavong Somlith 
from Laos). They pretended to invent a ‘Toilet 
Navigator’ which would help people locate public 
toilets easily.

•	 If consumers don’t like our invention, we will 
change it and improve it to be better than 
before.

•	 If we don’t have enough money to build it, we 
will borrow money from a friend.

•	 If we get rich from this invention, we will 
change our lives; Jimmy will buy a supercar, 
Nie will help poor people, and Cathy will take all of her money back home and sleep over it.

•	 If our invention isn’t popular, we will stop making it because we will want to find a new idea.

IntErmEdIatE 1
Group Project

as an in-class group project, Intermediate 1 students had to come up with 
an idea for an invention they could make and then answer some questions 
about it. Below are what the students produced.
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IntErmEdIatE 2

The Telephone

The first telephone was invented by Alexander Graham 
Bell, a Scottish-born American scientist in 1876. He had 
his first idea of long distance electronic communication 
in 1874. When he first made the telephone, no one was 
interested in his new invention. This also happened when 
he tried to patent the telephone; he had to prove that his 
was the only one, which resulted in patent battles. 

Before the telephone was invented, people used letters 
to communicate with one another, but that took a long 
time. Other than that, people often used telegraph, or 
even pony express. When the telephone did get accepted 
and mass produced, it become more popular than all the 
other methods of communication. If the telephone had not gotten invented, we might still 
using the snail mail to get our messages across. 

Tanesha aden

The Washing Machine

The washing machine was introduced in 1908 by Hurley 
Machine Company of Chicago, Illinois and was invented 
by Alva J. Fisher. The washing machine is an electronic 
device that washes soiled clothes.

Before plumbing was invented, water had to be carried 
all the way from pumps or wells to the homes. They used 
this water to wash their clothes. After the invention of 
plumbing, water was piped into homes and people didn’t 
need to manually carry water anymore, but the clothes 
were still washed by hand. When the electronic washing 
machine was invented, people simply put their dirty 
laundry in the washing machine, pressed the start button, 
and the machine would do the rest.

This invention is easy to use and has made life easier for everyone. 

Souksomboun Kingyok, ara
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IntErmEdIatE 2

The Stupid Shoes

“Stop thinking and start doing.”

These shoes are not really stupid but ‘Stop It’. Stop 
it relates to ‘stop thinking and start doing’. So, 
stopping thinking can be taken as being in a state of 
mindlessness, hence stupidity.

I name these shoes Stupid Shoes base on that. So, my 
slogan is Stop thinking and start doing, which means 
do your exercises NOW!

Yiyaket Kittiphonh, eit

Queen Fragrance for Men

“Get more women.”

You must have a sense of humour to live a stress-free 
life. So, do see my slogan with a pinch of humour. 

In my country, Thailand, things like these are quite a 
norm and no one makes a big deal about them. 

My ‘Q’ perfume will get you success with women, so 
don’t wait any longer, get a bottle today.

Ketsaraphorn Jirikan, Queen

XeeD soda

“The drink that will bubble your head with joy.”

Enjoy the fruity taste of XEED soda and clear your 
mind of the day’s worry. We all need to escape reality 
every now and then, so why not XEED away!

Patima, nina
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advancEd 1 
Biography

Advanced 1 students were very enthusiastic examining the elements and characteristics of a biography. 
They selected, researched information online, evaluated, and wrote short biographical sketches of sports 
people they admired. They then offered feedback on others’ compositions and did an oral presentation in 
class. Here’s some interesting and significant  information about their subjects. 

nguyễn Thị Ánh Viên: By Le Thi Yen nhi, Vietnam
early life 
Nguyễn Thị Ánh Viên is the sportsperson I choose 
for my research as she is one of my idols to look 
up to. She is a world class Vietnamese swimmer. 
Nguyễn Thị Anh Viên was born on 9th November 
1996 in Can Tho, Vietnam. Both of her parents 
were gardeners. The person who inspired and 
helped her with 
her astonishing 
achievement was 
her grandfather. He 
taught Viên how 
to swim when she 
was 5 years old.

childhood  
Vien’s childhood has a lot of interesting facts. She 
played in the field and swam with her cousin in 
the canal near her house. She was very daring 
and adventurous. She caught snails and snakes to 
scare her cousin. At ten years old, in Long Tuyen 1 
Elementary School in Binh Thuy District, her sport 
teacher noticed her amazing swimming speed. 
Viên won a silver medal at the Phu Dong national 
sports festival. It was a nationwide event which 
many students took part in. 

adulthood  
After winning, she was recommended to join the 
army sports centre by her sports teacher, Dang Anh 
Tuan. Being trained in a professional environment 
helped her improve her swimming skills and speed 
quickly.

Becoming Famous 
In grade 5, 12 years old, Viên competed for the 
first time at the district level and easily beat her 
opponents. In 2011, Viên won ten gold medals 
and two silver in the 26th SEA  games. In 2012, 
she competed in the London Summer Olympics 
and in 2013; she won 6 medals and broke two 
record times; one for the 200m backstroke and and 
one for the 400m medley. Her accomplishment 
continued. She recently won four gold medals 

and broke five records at the 28th Southeast Asian 
(SEA) Games in Singapore in 2016. 

For her victories, she had to sacrifice and put in a 
lot of effort. For example, she had to stay far away 
from family while in the army centre or training 
unit in Florida, USA. During the Lunar New Year, 
she only got 24 hours to celebrate with her family. 
She hardly had close friends. She had to give up 
her handphone and social networking. Any contact 
with her must go through coach Dang Anh Tuan 
first. Her mind was focused on the green lane, 
where she is still creating history for swimming in 
Vietnam.

Viên’s meal plan is designed by a sport nutritionist. 
She has four meals daily. She eats at least 1kg of 
beef, 50 shrimp, 1 large plate of spaghetti, 1 plate 
of vegetables and drinks 1 litre of fresh milk to 
consume at least 7000 to 8000 calories a day. She 
has to have energy to train 7 to 12 hours daily. 
Sometimes she fears the food because it is a lot 
and not easy to eat. She is very lonely and misses 
her family but she never gives up. She is a strong 
girl and she has determination and discipline with 
her career. The most exciting time is when she 
reunites with her family

Life at the moment 
Now 21 years old, she is serving in the army and 
is currently the youngest 
captain in Vietnam’s history. 
She is one of the most 
respectable role models our 
country has. At a very young 
age she was not playful and 
focused on her dream. With 
hard work, perseverance 
and the correct mind set, 
she has achieved more than 
she expected and proved to 
everyone in the world she 
can do it. 

Source: Wikipedia.org 
Nhungdieubancanbiet.org 
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advancEd 1 
Biography

Kim Yuna was born on September 5, 1990 in Gyeong gi do Bu cheon, 
South Korea. She is best known today as Korea’s figure skating queen. 
She made figure skating a famous sport in South Korea and helped 
the world learn more about South Korea. She is considered a celebrity 
in South Korea.

As a child Kim was interested in figure skating so she practiced 7 
hours a day. She is happy when she is on the ice. She went to ice rinks 
with her mom, who is the CEO of “All That Sports”.  She practiced so 
much that her feet always hurt so she would put frozen pork inside 
her skates to soothe her aching feet. She won the 1999 National 
Athlete competition. It was her first medal. Being very talented, she 
learned a triple flip immediately and took only one week to learn 
a triple-triple combination jump.  She is ranked as one of the top 
world record holders. In the 2010 Vancouver Olympics she earned  a 
gold medal and rose to fame. But actually it was the most difficult 
time in her life. She travelled around the world to join the bigger 
competitions and received a lot of awards not just for figure skating, 
but also for recognition and earned money from advertisements.  
After the Vancouver Olympics in 2010, she won again in 2014. At that 
time she met President Park and President Moon.

After college she did a Master’s degree in Physical Education. She is now 28 and retired and working 
as an ambassador. She recently got in to Daehan athletes sports hero Hall of Fame and she will be an 
ambassador for the 2018 Pyeong chang Olympics.

I choose Kim Yuna because she was interested in figure skating and practiced a lot. It is hard to skate if 
no one cares but she never gave up. She has a positive energy that makes people happy. I want to be just 
like her.

Kim Yuna: By Sung Mun Gyeong, South Korea
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advancEd 1 
Biography

Yao Ming was born on 12th of September 1980 in China. Yao is an only 
child. Both of his parents were former professional basketball players. 
When Yao was nine years old, he began playing basketball and attended 
a junior sports school. Yao liked basketball since he saw some famous 
people playing it. He first tried out for the Shanghai Sharks junior team of 
the Chinese Basketball association when he was thirteen years old, and 
practiced ten hours a day for his acceptance. So, Yao actually started his 
career as a child.

Yao began his NBA profession as an adult. He didn’t stop his education and 
continued practicing basketball. Before the season, several commentators, 
including Bill Simons and Pick Vitals, predicted that Yao would fail in the 
NBA. Charles Barkley, a U.S Basketball pro, said he would “eat his words” if 
Yao scored more than 19 points in one of his rookie-season games. But Yao 
really left the NBA speechless. His score was really great! At that time he still 
was not very famous. 

Yao was going to be a professional sport person now that he was in the 
NBA. Slowly he became famous! He did not travel anywhere because his 
work was so demanding. At the most difficult times, he worked hard and 
focused on his sport. That was also the most exciting time for him. Yao also 
met many interesting people during this time.

He got married and had a son. He and his family now live in Shanghai. He is over 30 years old and his life 
is really happy and successful. He is the most famous Basketball player in China, that’s why I choose to 
write about him. He has shown others in China, you can have a career in sports.

Yao Ming : By Yao Yuxuan, china
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advancEd 1 
Shopping Advice 

Dear Students, 

We all know that money is something that is important and hard to earn especially for us students who 
are on a Singapore student pass and cannot work. There are so many things that we need to buy for 
ourselves and to cover our daily expenses. That’s why we need to spend our money smartly. Here are also 
some simple tricks to use to help you when shopping. 

My advice is to firstly list what you need or want and also layout your budget. This is important so you do 
not overspend. Secondly, compare the prices of the items you need in similar shops so you can find the 
best price. This will help you to manage your attitude towards buying things you do not need. Thirdly eat 
a good meal before you leave your house. This simple trick will help you avoid buying food that is not 
necessary. 

But the most important thing is you should listen 
to your heart, and never buy something that you 
don’t like just because it is cheap. It means nothing 
when you have cheap things and not happy 
enjoying them. These are just some little tricks that 
I think could help you to improve your shopping 
experience. Hope my advice is helpful. Please let me 
know if there is anything further I can help with.

Thank you, 
Seng (Laos)
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advancEd 2 
The Excursion to the Sports Hub and National Stadium 

Adam (Thailand), Kim (Korea), Yan Kainuo (China), Christina (Korea), Siri 
(Thailand), Ploy (Thailand) and Apple (China) are saying ‘hi!’ while posing for 
a class photo at the bowling center. The picture was later shared with their 
classmate from Thailand who had to go back to Thailand a week before.

Exploring the Sports Hub grounds during the excursion.

The enormous National Stadium and its breath-taking view during the excursion.
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advancEd 2 
Excursion to Orchard Road

roof garden at Orchard central  
On the topmost L11 and L12 floors of 
the Orchard Central, there is a magical 
roof garden. The garden is in the middle 
of downtown, off Orchard. One can take 
a high view of the Orchard and there 
are also a few restaurants on the top for 
those who want to enjoy their dinner 
with a view.

Library @ Orchard 
Library @ Orchard is a public library 
housed in the Orchard Gateway 
Shopping Mall. This library is a modern 
library and has a lot of books; a good 
place for reading.

313 @ Somerset 
313@somerset is an impressive modern 
shopping mall. There are a lot of popular 
brands and big Food Republic on 5th 
floor. Under the mall there is a MRT 
Somerset station, which we used to go 
to Orchard.

emerald Hill 
Emerald hill is the neighbourhood of 
old traditional Singaporean buildings. 
There are colourful houses and bars. It’s 
opposite of the Orchard Central; a nice 
place for sightseeing.



Page 16

acadEmIc EnglIsh
July Term Excursion: The Singapore National Stadium

the singapore national stadium holds all sorts of sports and special 
events. For the July term excursion, the academic English class joined 
the other hawthorn English students for a tour of the stadium. afterwards, 
they wrote a review of the stadium. read on to see the results.

Have you ever been Singapore National Stadium? It is not just a stadium, is actually part of an enormous 
sports complex. The National Stadium is the crown jewel; the 35-hectare Singapore Sports Hub also 
includes world-class facilities like an Olympic-sized aquatic centre, a multi-purpose arena, and a water 
sports centre. Add on the Singapore Sports Museum, a sports library and Kallang Wave shopping mall. 
The National Stadium is located in Kallang and can be reached via the Kallang MRT station or Stadium 
MRT station. I went to the National Stadium with my schoolmates on my school’s excursion day that day 
was 4th of August 2017. 

The National Stadium opened in June, 2014.  It has a maximum seating capacity of 55,000 and a 
retractable seating capability making it the only stadium in the world able to host a multitude of events 
such as rugby, football, athletics, concerts, family entertainment shows, and community events. The 
stadium’s retractable roof and localised comfort cooling technology sets the stage in environmentally 
sustainable stadium design, providing athletes and spectators with uniquely comfortable environment. 

The sports hub library publishes articles on healthy eating and simple fitness exercises for the 
average Singaporean. The library is a short distance from Stadium MRT via exit A. They have the most 
comprehensive collection of sports-related material in Singapore, and the public is welcome to browse 
and borrow. Other than reading, you can play giant chess in air-conditioned comfort or play X-box with 
your friends.

Overall, The Sports Hub provides for all your sporting needs under one roof. There is plenty to do and so 
much more to see. I strongly recommend that if you haven’t already, you should definitely check out their 
facilities while they’re still new!

Hasaa (Mongolia)

Nowadays, constructing elaborate and up-to-date stadiums is a new kind of a competition between 
different countries. Singapore is not an exception. The Singapore National Stadium is the best proof of 
this. On August 4th I went there for the first time. I was stunned by this giant and unique sports arena.

Firstly, the National Stadium is considered to have the largest dome structure in the world. When I was 
there the dome was open. According to our guide it takes about 20 minutes to close it. The mechanism of 
the dome is extremely complicated. However, the roof is water-resistant and blocks the sun’s heat. These 
two features are very important for any stadium. The stadium is not the biggest in the world. In fact, it is 
pretty small. It has a maximum seating capacity of 55000 people. For Singapore, it is more than enough.

Secondly, there are so many facilities around the stadium. Moreover, many of them are free. So, you can 
use a beach volleyball court, a children water zone, the Sports hub library without any admission. There 
are also the OCBC Aquatic Centre, the Splash-n-Surf, the Water Sports Centre, and the Singapore sports 
museum near the stadium. They all require a small fee to enter,  but the fee is usually really small for 
Singaporeans. For instance, you need to pay only 2 dollars for the Lazy river where you can spend the 
entire day.

To sum up, I highly recommend you visit the National stadium and try all possible services there. It is 
important to do some sports to be healthy and feel well. The National stadium is a great place to start.

ellie (russia)
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acadEmIc EnglIsh
July Term Excursion: The Singapore National Stadium

Stadium: an architectural marvel that holds the pride of 
the country in which they are built in. This weekend, TMC 
was kind to provide a tour for the entire English Course’s 
students to visit Singapore’s pride and joy, the National 
Stadium. Join me in uncovering this incredible landmark 
that has been a witness of many great events of history.

We were first greeted by the friendly tour guide inside the 
museum building, she would brief us a bit about parts 
and places we are going to visit that has some significance 
to the stadium itself. The first part we visited is the Water 
Sports Centre, a huge body of water connected to the 
Marina Bay; this place is the home for water sports. Many 
activities and events can be done here, like kayaking, jet 
skiing, and other manner of water sports. There is one 
interesting attraction that sticks out compared to others 
however, because it is not actually a sport. You can rent 
one of their floaters and they will have a small pool where 
you can just float around and relax while reading a book 
or playing with your phone. Other part of the water sport 
facilities is their indoor Olympic-class swimming pool, it 
was massive and people can shell out some cash to rent it 
for a few hours.

The next part is the main course of the trip, which was also 
the one I would recommend the most. We were brought 
into the National Stadium itself, with its enormous size, it 
could hold 55,000 people. It was built from the ground up 
after the old National Stadium was demolished in 2010. 
Compared to the old one, this stadium was packed with 
technology. From the massive, retractable roof, the unique 
coloration of the seats that induce optical illusion, and to 
the natural air cooling using clever vent design. This whole 
place screams high-tech. If it’s possible, try visiting the 
National Stadium when it is not in use, it is very rare to see 
the majesty of an empty stadium, and it is also a great site for photography.

For the end of the tour, we were brought to the Sports Hub Library, where you can do research about 
the history of Singapore’s greatest athletes and their achievements. And if you’d like to see more than 
just writings on a book, or recordings, the Sport Museum will give you the experience you want. They 
have the trophies, badges, even speedos of the great athletes that had won Olympics for Singapore. My 
highest recommendation however, is to visit the Shimano Cycling World. In there, they have one of the 
most extensive collections of bicycles and its parts. They brought us to one the section where they kept 
bicycles throughout history and display them in a retractable shelves.

In summary, visiting the National Stadium had been quite an experience. If you are planning to go and 
visit Singapore, and you are also a lover of sport, then this place should be on the top of your to-go list.

aaron (Indonesia) 
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acadEmIc EnglIsh
Orchard Road: Asia’s most famous shopping street 

On Friday 8th September 2017, Team ACE (Academic English) ventured to Orchard Road for a spot of 
retail therapy in the haven of two well air conditioned malls: Paragon and Ion. Actually, all we managed 
was a bit of window-shopping before we had to start working on the bigger task of reviewing two of 
Singapore’s most famous and popular malls. We evaluated the malls on: number of shops and storeys; 
food courts; location; facilities; size; layout; appearance; staff; décor; lighting; etc… we really got into our 
role as mall reviewers and even evaluated the different scents of each mall! 

We held a class vote to decide which is the best mall: three voted for Paragon while two voted for Ion. 
The winner is…..Paragon Mall! (I think the students having a tasty lunch in Paragon Food Court may have 
swayed their vote!).

We had a very pleasant day out where we could put our English skills into practice in the real world. 
Here’s what we uncovered…

‘Have you been to Ion shopping mall 
before? It is located on Orchard Road 
and is even known as the biggest 
shopping centre in Singapore. There 
has to be a lot of beautiful items to 
attract you, right? If you haven’t been 
there, I will give you some information 
about it. Just yesterday, under the 
leadership of my teacher, I went to 
Paragon and Ion Malls by subway

chen Yinting - Ion

[…] ‘When I entered 
Paragon, I felt the cool 
air-conditioning which 
welcomed me. I was 
soaked in sweat and I felt 
like the shopping mall told 
me ‘welcome to heaven.’ 
The building’s architecture 
looked like arranged 
boxes. I could easily find 
everything that I wanted. 
I couldn’t see any litter on 
the floor because there 
were trash bins all over the 
mall. It was immaculate, 
you could eat off the floor!’

Kim Yong Hun - Paragon

‘The mall has a wonderful design. It is a luxurious 
and splendid building. It was easy to find the way 
because in the middle of the building, you can see 
which shops are on which floor. However, they only 
have one directory which is the reason why we 
needed to wait a long time when we wanted to find 
something…

Kim Jeongwon - Paragon

‘As I opened the door, I was 
hit by a rose fragrance of 
perfume. It smelt amazing. 
The mall was lit up with 
vibrant colours. It gave me 
a wonderful feeling […] 
The staff and employees 
were quite helpful so if we 
want to ask anything they 
will answer our question 
without hesitation. They 
were very polite, friendly 
and had smiling faces…’

Himanshi agarwala - Ion
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acadEmIc EnglIsh
Orchard Road: Asia’s most famous shopping street 

Students from ACE, Advanced 2 and Beginner took part in an alphabet 
selfie competition to find 26 stores beginning with each letter of the 
alphabet. They were pros at this!

Academic English on 
tour! Teacher Emma’s first 
Hawthorn excursion!
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